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vaal as an insult to themselves, and said " the English co\?
has neglected her own calf, Zululand, and given her milk
The Zulu to a strange calf, the Transvaal." In the war which followed
(1879) (1879), the Zulus at first won successes, largely through the
incompetence of the British generals who underestimated
their enemy and made no effort to reckon on the nature of
\he country. At Isandhkoana> a British force was cut off and
massacred. In another ambush the Prince Imperial, son ot
the late Emperor Napoleon III, was amongst the killed.
He had insisted on going out to fight for Biitain, which had
given refuge to him and his mother. His detachment was
surprised by the Zulus and he was killed by their assegais.
At Rorke's Drift a tiny British force won fame by holding
out behind barricades of biscuit tins till rescued. Finally,
the Zulus were defeated at Ulundi (1879). Cetewayo was
captured and sent as a prisoner to the Cape. Later he came
to England and an, agreement was made whereby he was to
have a large part of his country returned to him. But he
could not win back control over his own fierce people, and
a brief civil war ended in his defeat and death. Continual
fighting in Zululand and raids into the Transvaal went on,
until in 1887 the last chief, Dinizulu, was defeated, and the
country annexed.
While this struggle with the Zulus was raging, the British
The ntst found themselves with another war on their hands. The
oe<i88i) Boers had naturally resented the annexation of the Trans-
vaal, but they had gloomily acquiesced, believing that they,
like the rest of South Africa, would be given self-govern-
ment. When they found that this was not the case (for
Disraeli, and Gladstone who came into office in 1880, did
nothing in the matter) they decided to rebel. As soon as
the victory of Ulundi made the collapse of the Zulus certain,
the Boers rose. They first repulsed a British attack at
Laing's Nek (1881) and then themselves stormed and took
Majuba Hill, a place with a top shaped like a saucer, the
rim of which was held by the British. The Boers stormed